Subject: Treatment to animals during slaughter in Turkey
Embassy of Turkey
Cihad Erginay
tr1@telecom.cz
turkemb.prague@mfa.gov.tr
Na Ořechovce 69, 162 00 Praha 616

July 2012

Dear Ambassador, 

we have seen the film entitled A Path to Better Futures? – the need for implementation of the OIE recommendations on animal welfare, made by Compassion In World Farming, 
which contains extremely distressing footage of extreme suffering of animals during their slaughter in Turkey. 

The film contains shots of such a horrible treatment to farm animals, that no one can believe this can be done by a human. I was horrified.
The film was shot in three countries – Egypt, Turkey and Indonesia, in 2011 - 2012. 
The following scenes in the film were shot in Turkey:

In a Turkish abattoir a shackle is attached to the rear leg of live sheep, which are not stunned. And they are hoisted – hanging upside down and struggling – to the killing rail.  
A cow is slaughtered. Her rear leg is hanging, she is lifted up. Suddenly her abdomen is cut, while she is probably still conscious.  To our horror, we see a calf, in a placenta, emerging from the slaughtered animal.  He is calling for the life, mooing.  After just two minutes of life, he is killed. And then tossed into a rubbish chute.

…
Everything shown in the film is in breach of the OIE standards on animal welfare during slaughter. As a member of the OIE, Turkey is obliged to comply with its standards.
Before the bleeding up (severing of cervical artery) an animal has to be properly stunned, if not a case of ritual slaughter (for which the proper rules are valid as well). 

I urge Turkey to take immediate action to ensure that: 

-  slaughter operations are carried out in accordance with the OIE standards, 

- people treat the animals without causing  them a pain and other suffering, 

- staff in slaughter places is properly trained. 
The animal products and meat for tourists, can come from these tortured animals. This is unacceptable for me. I will very carefully consider my possible holiday in Turkey. 
Yours sincerely,

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Note: 
The film: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I3DbHdBrHvA 

The OIE´s standards on slaughter are here: http://www.oie.int/fileadmin/Home/eng/Health_standards/tahc/2010/en_chapitre_1.7.5.htm

This email letter was sent in support of an appeal by Society for Animals/Společnost pro zvířata – zo čsop, Czech Republic.
